Campaign Finance in the 21st Century
Addendum and Highlights from the 2016 Election


After spending $5.6 million during the last presidential election year, outside groups
have reported spending more than $15 million on West Virginia elections so far
in 2016 — closely rivaling the $16.3 million in reported spending by candidates
for executive, legislative, and judicial offices.1 (The chart below compares candidate
spending and outside spending going back to 20102, the year of the Citizens United
decision.)



This year’s outside spending by race breaks down as follows:3
o Attorney General - $5,310,217
o Governor - $3,689,683
o Supreme Court - $3,644,315



To date, spending by outside groups has played a larger role in 2016 state
supreme court elections than in past years.4 According to the Center for Public
Integrity, an increasing amount of money spent on state supreme court races
originated from outside the election states, mostly from D.C.-based
organizations.5 A similar trend is occurring in state attorneys general races.6



The top spending groups this election cycle are:7
o Mountaineers Always Free PAC, formed by the Republican Attorney Generals
Association (RAGA) to help Patrick Morrisey (R) retain his position as West
Virginia’s Attorney General. The group, which has received much of its funding from
coal and electricity companies, has spent $5.3 million supporting Morrisey and
attacking his opponent, Delegate Doug Reynolds (D-Cabell).8,9,10
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o The Republican State Leadership Committee’s Judicial Fairness Initiative spent
$2.6 million supporting Beth Walker, the winner of the May Supreme Court race,
and attacking two of her opponents, Darrell McGraw and Bill Wooton. The RSLC’s
top donors include the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, the nation’s two largest tobacco
companies, Wal-Mart, and Koch Industries.11
o The Republican Governors Association (RGA), through its Right Direction PAC,
has spent nearly $2.5 million to help Senate President Bill Cole (R-Mercer) in his
race against Democrat Jim Justice. According to the Center for Responsive Politics
(CRP), the RAGA, the RSLC, and the RGA have several major donors in common.12,13
o West Virginia Family Values, a super PAC funded by labor unions and trial
attorneys, has spent $2.2 million in several state Senate races, primarily in support
of Democrats and against Republicans.
o Good Jobs West Virginia has spent more than $900,000 in the Governor’s race
attacking Bill Cole. The group’s top donors are the Democratic Governors
Association (DGA) and Jobs and Opportunity, a federal PAC funded primarily by the
DGA.14 The DGA’s top donors include Blue Cross/Blue Shield and several major
pharmaceutical companies, according to CRP.15


Third party organizations have also spent $2.4 million in various state Senate races
(See table below for spending totals and race ranking).
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